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TOMMASO PIAZZA, PASQUALE PORRO

Knowledge, Belief and Assent 
in Maria Rosa Antognazza (1964-2023)

Riflessioni su un libro

Maria Rosa Antognazza era un membro del Comitato di 
direzione della «Rivista di filosofia». Dopo la sua morte pre-
matura, il marito Howard Hotson ha curato la pubblicazione 
del libro al quale aveva lavorato fino agli ultimi giorni, Thin-
king with Assent (Oxford University Press, 2024). La «Rivista 
di filosofia» onora la memoria di un’amica e collega nel modo 
che, crediamo, avrebbe preferito, ovvero discutendo il suo libro, 
chiedendo di commentarlo a un epistemologo, Tommaso Piazza, 
e a uno storico della filosofia, Pasquale Porro. In questa occa-
sione, la rubrica Riflessioni su un libro ha un significato parti-
colare, come ciascuno capirà.

Maria Rosa Antognazza was a member of the editorial 
board of the «Rivista di filosofia». After her untimely death, 
her husband Howard Hotson edited the book she had worked 
on until the end, Thinking with Assent (Oxford Universi-
ty Press, 2024). «Rivista di filosofia» honours the memory 
of a friend and colleague in the way we believe she would 
have preferred, that is, by discussing her book, asking an 
epistemologist, Tommaso Piazza, and a historian of philosophy, 
Pasquale Porro, to comment on it. On this occasion, the 
column Riflessioni su un libro has a special meaning, as every-
one will understand.
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Pasquale Porro, Belief, Scientific Knowledge and Assent: 
Some Remarks from the Perspective of Medieval Philosophy*

Among the many stimulating insights offered by the lat-
est (unfortunately posthumous) volume by Maria Rosa Anto-
gnazza24, two in particular immediately attract a medievalist’s 
closest attention – including mine. The first is the type of 
methodological approach, namely the possibility of systemat-
ically using the history of philosophy to call an epistemolog-
ical paradigm into question: I shall briefly return to this in 
conclusion. The other is the reference to Thomas Aquinas, of 
whose work Antognazza in fact considers only one text, or 
rather a specific section of a text, namely q. 2 of the IIa-IIae 

of the Summa theologiae of Thomas Aquinas. It is above all 
around Aquinas’s epistemology of belief that I wish to devel-
op a few reflections here.

I begin by briefly recalling just the essentials of Maria 
Rosa Antognazza’s project, namely her aim of remedying – in 
a different and alternative way compared to the precedents 
of Williamson25 and Hyman26 – the «hole» opened by Get-
tier about the conception of knowledge as «belief plus addi-
tional conditions», or justified true belief, belief which meets 
certain criteria27. And it is in this connection that recourse to 
a historical-philosophical perspective seems able to display its 
full potential impact: «A careful survey of ancient, medieval, 
early modern, and modern epistemology will reveal that the 

* This contribution is part of the activities undertaken within the PRIN 
2022KSEMSR project «Believing without Evidence? The Ethics of Belief 
and Doxastic Control from Augustine to Fake News [BELIEVIDENCE]», 
funded by the European Union – Next Generation EU, Mission 4, Com-
ponent 1, CUP D53D23023110006 (Turin Unit).

24 M.R. Antognazza, Thinking with Assent, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press, 2024.

25 Cfr. T. Williamson, Knowledge and its Limits, Oxford, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2000.

26 Cfr. J. Hyman, How Knowledge Works, «Philosophical Quarterly», 
XLIX, 1999, pp. 433-51; Id., The Most General Factive Stative Attitude, 
«Analysis», LXXIV, 2014, pp. 561-5; Id., Action, Knowledge, and Will, Ox-
ford, Oxford University Press, 2015; Id., Knowledge and Belief, «Aristote-
lian Society Supplementary»», XCI, 2017, pp. 267-88.

27 Cfr. E. Gettier, Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?, «Analysis», 
XXIII, 1963, pp. 121-3.


